Primary pediatric care. A comparison of use by adolescent and older mothers.
This survey compares the use of pediatric services during the first year of life by infants whose mothers were under 17 years of age with a random sample of babies born during the same period and at the same hospital but to older mothers. Both sets of mothers were found to have similar patterns of acute and well-child care. For adolescent mothers, use of a group practice emphasizing provider continuity significantly increased well-child visits and immunizations. The adolescent mother's late entry into prenatal care appeared to be related to a greater use of the emergency room and to inadequate well-child care. The existence of a sibling was related to inadequate well-child care for adolescents' babies but to improved levels of well-child care among older mothers' babies. These findings suggest that close monitoring of adolescent mothers with more than one child may improve the quality of medical care for their infants.